An acute transverse myelitis attack after autologous stem cell transplantation: A rare case.
Transverse myelitis is a quite rare complication of hematopoietic stem cell transplantation. The case is here reported of a 49 year old male with diffuse large B cell lymphoma in complete remission who developed transverse myelitis after autologous stem cell transplantation. The patient presented with numbness and sensory loss of the bilateral lower extremities and difficulty in urinating on the 20th day after cell transplantation. Millimetric hyperintensity was detected in the C5-C6 and T2-T5 segments of the spinal cord on cervical and thoracic vertebral magnetic resonance imaging. Treatment was initiated of pulse steroid and intravenous immunoglubulin followed by plasmapheresis and cyclophosphamide due to inadequate response. The patient then started a rehabilitation program and was discharged in the 9th month after stem cell transplantation when most of the symptoms were relieved. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first case reported in literature of TM development after autologous stem cell transplantation.